
Harvest Thanksgiving 

My dear Friends, 

As I looked at the Harvest readings appointed by the Church in Wales Lectionary for this year, I read from the book of Joel 
Chapter 2. The section includes these words “The Lord your God...has given the early rain....he has poured out for you 
abundant rain, the early rain and the later rain as before.” You might think that Joel was writing in Roath in the last week of 
September 2021! We did have a glimpse of the Sun on Wednesday but after a very balmy month we have caught up on our 
moisture levels. Joel goes on to speak of the result of that rainfall, the harvest that would see the ‘‘threshing floor full of grain 
and the vats overflowing with wine and oil.” The experience of those originally hearing the prophet’s words and all who lived 
in Biblical times would have been very aware of the essential character of seedtime and harvest, the need for a balance 
between rain and sunshine. They lived in an agrarian society where people depended on the success of growing food to 
survive.  

We in our urban, consumer society are far more detached from the growing of vegetables, grains and fruit to live. I know 
many enjoy their gardens and allotments but few depend entirely on them for all their produce. Owing to various factors 
there have however been some shortages of food in our shops and supermarkets recently. Some caused by a lack of workers 
in the fields, others by delivery difficulties, others because of a lack of available CO2. Inevitably when this happens the practice 
of panic buying ensues making the shortages worse and persist for longer. (It has happened too with petrol and diesel, though 
not foodstuffs, the same anxiety for having more than enough prompts such action). Few people remember the real shortages 
of wartime and subsequent years rationing, more of us will recall strikes and reduced production in recent decades. 
Nevertheless even in these instances there was rarely a fear of starvation and death.  

Sadly such realities do exist in parts of our planet today. We have brothers and sisters in the human family in the developing 
world who genuinely fear a failed harvest. There are also people living on our streets who through a combination of 
circumstances find themselves without food, adequate clothing and safe shelter. As we enjoy our Harvest Thanksgiving 
services this weekend let us remember that it is not only a time of gratitude for all we have received, but also an opportunity 
for being generous to those in need. The word ‘thanks giving’ shows us both of these aspects which is why we in the Christian 
Church avoid the term ‘Harvest Festival’. 

We are not able as we have done in previous years to gather large amounts of tinned and dried goods which have been given 
to our local homeless hostel, the Wallach Clifford or given to food banks because of the situation around the pandemic. 
However that does not mean there is still great need. If you wish to make a contribution to a retiring collection for the charity 
you can do this in church on Sunday or if you are not with us you can of course send donations to a cause of your choice 
which supports the hungry or thirsty such as Christian Aid or Water Aid. These help people improve their own lives, enabling 
them to feed their families and have a better future. This is a time not to worry about our own small problems of supply but 
to be giving sacrificially to those for whom a shortage may mean the difference between life and death. As we celebrate the 
abundance most of us enjoy, let us be ever mindful of the needs of others. 

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


